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AUTHORITY: 30 U.S.C. 1201 et seq., as amend-
ed; 16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.; and Pub. L. 100-34.

SOURCE: 48 FR 40634, Sept. 8, 1983, unless
otherwise noted.

§772.1 Scope and purpose.

This part establishes the require-
ments and procedures applicable to
coal exploration operations on all lands
except for Federal lands subject to the
requirements of 43 CFR parts 3480-3487.

[48 FR 40634, Sept. 8, 1983, as amended at 48
FR 44779, Sept. 30, 1983]

§772.10 Information collection.

The information collection require-
ments contained in part 772 have been
approved by the Office of Management
and Budget under 44 U.S.C. 3507 and as-
signed clearance number 1029—0033.
The information is to be collected to
meet the requirements of section 512(a)
of the Act, which requires that coal ex-
ploration operations that substantially
disturb the natural land surface be con-
ducted in accordance with exploration
rules. This information will be used to
give the regulatory authority a suffi-
cient baseline upon which to assess the
impact of the proposed exploration op-
eration during the permanent regu-
latory program. The obligation to re-
spond is mandatory.

§772.11 Notice requirements for explo-
ration removing 250 tons of coal or
less.

(a) Any person who intends to con-
duct coal exploration operations out-
side a permit area during which 250
tons or less of coal will be removed,
shall, before conducting the explo-
ration, file with the regulatory author-
ity a written notice of intention to ex-
plore. Exploration which will take
place on lands designated as unsuitable
for surface coal mining operations
under subchapter F of this chapter,
shall be subject to the permitting re-
quirements under §772.12. Exploration
conducted under a notice of intent
shall be subject to the requirements
prescribed under §772.13.

(b) The notice shall include—

(1) The name, address, and telephone
number of the person seeking to ex-
plore;

(2) The name, address, and telephone
number of the person’s representative
who will be present at, and responsible
for, conducting the exploration activi-
ties;

(3) A narrative describing the pro-
posed exploration area or a map at a
scale of 1:24,000, or greater, showing the
proposed area of exploration and the
general location of drill holes and
trenches, existing and proposed roads,
occupied dwellings, topographic fea-
tures, bodies of surface water, and pipe-
lines;

(4) A statement of the period of in-
tended exploration; and

(5) A description of the method of ex-
ploration to be used and the practices
that will be followed to protect the en-
vironment and to reclaim the area
from adverse impacts of the explo-
ration activities in accordance with
the applicable requirements of part 815
of this chapter.

[48 FR 40634, Sept. 8, 1983, as amended at 53
FR 52949, Dec. 29, 1988]
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